THE   DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY

Such a working-class movement alone, in the
changed conditions of post-capitalist society, could
fulfil the dynamic function which was fulfilled by the
'proletariat5 in primitive capitalist society. It would be
manifest as serving the highest interests of society as
a whole; it would have transformed itself into a part
of the body of a new society. The equivocation of
Communism which, under the abstractions of 'class-
interest5 and 'class-struggle5, conceals from itself the
nature of the revolutionary moral demand made upon
the working class itself by political unity for Socialism
is, in fact, preparing the way for the fascisization of
society. True, it has now verbally retreated on to the
'defence of democracy5, but democracy can only be
defended by being more fully asserted: that is, by the
increasing permeation of society by a practical con-
viction of the real (which is not the mechanical or
mathematical) equality of individual men and women.
There is a class-struggle; but it can be politically
expressed only in the struggle of the actual nucleus of
a classless society to emerge. That will not occur, in
post-capitalist society, by defending an interest, but
by realizing an ideal: and that ideal cannot be the
ideal of formal political democracy. For that ideal
has been realized already. Neither can that ideal be
dictatorial 'Socialism5, for that denies democracy.
The solution of the dilemma is plain, at any rate to the
imagination: the ideal must be the re-assertion of the
essential content of the democratic idea in a new
order.
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